Medicaid, HUSKY and SAGA cuts to your health insurance….

We Need Your Help!

We are asking anyone affected by cuts in the Medicaid, HUSKY or State Administered General Assistance (SAGA) Medical Program to contact his or her two state legislators to discuss this very important issue. Only your state legislators can change what is happening!!

How to Contact your State Legislators: 

Call, write or email your State Representative and State Senator. If you do not know who your reps are, their names can be found in the blue pages of your phone book, under the State of CT section, State legislators, or you can call your town or city hall to ask, or you can find them at www.cga.state.ct.us-click on "Senate" and then "Find Your Legislator," and click on "House" and then "Find Your Legislator.”  You can mail a letter to your legislators care of the Legislative Office Building, Hartford, CT 06106   

What is happening to Medicaid, HUSKY A and SAGA? A bill has already been passed in the legislature that requires adults to pay $1.50 per prescription and, for adults in Medicaid and HUSKY A, $2 per outpatient visit.  The bill will also:

· require higher copays and impose them on currently exempt services (like prenatal care)  

· require you to pay these co-pays for office visits and prescriptions for your children

· require you to pay premiums every month ($25-50 per month for HUSKY A coverage for most families)

· terminate you from all coverage under Medicaid or HUSKY A if you don’t pay these premiums

· cut or eliminate preventative care for children, and other Medicaid services for adults 


What to say in your message to the legislators:  Be brief, clear, and concise.  It is okay to call them at home.  Handwritten notes are fine.  Be polite and respectful.  The more personal the contact the better!  Identify yourself as a member of their community. Include your address and your telephone #, in case they want to contact you.


Tell them you and your children are recipients of HUSKY A, Medicaid or SAGA:


Let them know how co-payments or premiums will affect, or are already affecting you.

Will you be able to afford them?


Will you have to choose between health care and another expense that your kids need?


What would the consequences be if you or your child are denied healthcare?


Where will you go for healthcare if you lose your health insurance?

Urge them to support legislation to repeal all of these changes, and thank them for their attention to the issue.

A SAMPLE LETTER, AND A SCRIPT FOR A PHONE CALL

SAMPLE LETTER:

Dear Representative or Senator,

       I receive my health benefits through the HUSKY [or Medicaid or SAGA] plan, and I am very concerned about what will happen to me and my family if I have to continue to pay a co-pay for my drugs and office visits.  If the copays are increased and extended to my children, if I am required to pay a premium just to stay on Medicaid, or if my benefits are further decreased, I will have to choose between health care and other basic necessities.  I am already living at the limits of my income.  Each month, I (my family) need(s) ___ prescriptions and I (we) have ____ doctor visits.   If I must pay more for health care, I will be unable to afford these things.  

I am concerned that I will not be able to stay on the program or provide primary health care for my children.   Please help me keep my family and myself healthy.  Please vote to repeal the cuts in Medicaid, HUSKY and SAGA passed last year.  Thank you.

                                                                 Sincerely,

                                                                 Name

                                                                 Address

SAMPLE PHONE CALL:

“Hi.  My name is ________________.  I live at ____________________________.  I’m calling to ask you to vote to repeal the cuts in the Medicaid,  Husky and SAGA programs past last year.”

       (Give your personal story.  How many prescriptions?  How many doctors visits?  Don’t be afraid to say that you simply can’t afford to pay more.)

“I really need your help.  Please do whatever you can at the Legislature so that I can continue to take care of myself and my family.  Thank you.”

There is a broad coalition of consumers, advocates and providers all working to undo these cuts, but nothing is more effective than legislators hearing from their own constituents, so please make the above contacts now!  Thank you!

If you have questions ore concerns, please call Susan Merrow, Project Manager, CT AAP at 860-367-1687 or email smerrow@mindspring.com

