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A Shared Responsibility/Risk
ÅImmunizations protect the individual.

ÅImmunizations prevent transmission of certain pathogens 
and therefore protect immunized children who did not 
develop protective immunity as well as nonimmunized 
children.

ÅImmunization programs are public health efforts as well as 
individual medical care. 

ÅAll people except those with a ñlegitimateò excuse or risk 
factor are expected to share the risks [& benefits].  

ÅTherefore, not participating in order to avoid the risks is a 
form of antisocial behavior (not in the spirit of shared 
responsibility).

ÅVaccine refusal is not evenly distributed geographically, 
leaving pockets of susceptibles.
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The Questions We Get
Questions from CDC Website

ÅIs it okay for my baby to have so many 
shots at once?  [children are exposed to 
100s of antigens]

ÅWhat will happen if my child doesnôt get his 
vaccinations?  [infectious consequences]

ÅWhy do children need so many shots? 
[each  is justified]

ÅWhy are vaccines given at such an early 
age? [maximize impact]

ÅHow safe are vaccines? [Dr. Wharton]

ÅWhat are my childôs chances of being 
exposed to one of these diseases? [not that 
remote]
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More  Questions We Get
Questions from CDC Website

ÅIf my childôs risk of exposure to disease is so 
low, why should I bother getting him 
immunized? [prevent emergence]

ÅWhat will happen if my child doesnôt get his 
vaccinations? [do you want to take that 
risk?]

ÅI heard that some vaccines can cause 
autism. Is this true? [no evidence/evidence 
against]

ÅMy child is sick right now. Is it okay for her to 
still get shots? [most childhood illnesses not 
a contraindication]
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Diphtheria 175,885 0 100

Measles 503,282 55 99.9

Mumps 152,209                  6,584 95.7

Pertussis 147,271 15,632                 89.4

Polio (paralytic) 16,316 0               100

Rubella 47,745 11                 99.9

Congenital Rubella Syn.       823 1                 99.9

Tetanus 1,314 41                 96.9

H. influenzae type b        20,000+ 208                 99.0

and unknown (<5 yrs)

Disease                   Pre-vaccine Era*          2006**      % decrease

*   Baseline 20th century annual morbidity

+  Estimated because no national reporting existed in the pre-vaccine era

**  Source: MMWR 2007;56(33):851-64

Comparison of Pre-Vaccine and Current Reported 

Morbidity of Vaccine-Preventable Diseases and

Vaccine Adverse Events, United States

Total                             1,064,854                22,532                 97.9

Vaccine Adverse Events      N/A               15,484                  +++


