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Beat The Flu In Your School

CT-AAP & CT DPH Teleconference

March 19, 2009

Joan Cagginello, RN, MS

Milford Health Department
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School Influenza Clinics

November 2008

3 School Clinics 

1st Venture

Collaborative Effort

Positive 

Outcomes/Challenges 

Faced
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Milford Health Department

Local Health Department

Serve City of Milford-
approx 55,000 residents

Located midway between 
Bridgeport & New Haven 
on the I-95 corridor

Public Services include 
School Nursing/Public 
Health Nursing, 
Sanitarians, Health 
Education, Epidemiology, 
Housing Inspectors, 
Emergency 
Preparedness
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Milford Health Department

Immunization Program
Monthly

Immunization Clinic

For Adults & 

Children

VNA Well 

Child Clinic

On-call 

Immunizations 

for

School 

Children
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Milford Schools

15 Public Schools with approx 7,500 students

9 Elementary

3 Middle Schools

2 High Schools

1 Alternative HS

4 Parochial Schools with approx 1,000 
students

3 Elementary

1 High School
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Why A School Influenza Prevention 

Program?

CDC & AAP 
recommendations to 
vaccinate 6mos-18 
yrs.

Required expanding 
our influenza 
vaccination program 
for children
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School Influenza Prevention 

Program: Collaboration

Collaboration is ñKEYò

Milford Health Department

Milford Public Schools

CT Department of Public Health-

Immunization Program
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Collaboration

Milford Health Department

Permission

Logistics

Planning

Milford Public Schools

Permission

Advertising/Publicity

Support

CT Department of Public Health

Influenza Vaccine & VFC Influenza Vaccine

Planning Guidance
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Once you have the ñGo Aheadòé

Select schools to hold clinics

Determine if during school 
hours or after school 

Scheduling & Logistics

Speak with the Principal of the 
building

Engage your school nurses

Begin publicity campaign

Determine LAIV or TIV (or both) 
& Acquire vaccine

Determine staffing needs

Contact PCPôs in area to inform 

Determine documentation 
method and notices for recall 
(those needing booster dose)
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Selection of School(s)

We selected our 3 middle schools

We considered:

Geographical Location in the City

Access outside/inside building

Willingness of the building Administrator

Availability of an appropriate size room during clinic 
hours

(1 ñSchool Clinicò held on Election Day as a

Vote & Vax Clinic in the Mobile Field Hospital)


