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Seasonal influenza in the United States

Â Each year, 5-20% of the US population contracts 
influenza1

Â Influenza results in an estimated average of 226,000 
hospitalizations and 36,000 deaths annually2

Â Persons aged >65 years, children aged <2 years, and 
persons who have certain chronic medical conditions, 
are at highest risk for complications2

Â Vaccination is the most effective strategy for preventing 
influenza and its complications, yet coverage among 
most groups remains well below 50% for most age 
groups2

1 - http://www.cdc.gov/flu/

2 - Fiore AE et al. Prevention and Control of  Influenza Recommendations of  

the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP). MMWR 

57(RR07);1-60, 2008 2
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Influenza and school-aged children

ÂSchool-aged children have the highest rates of 
infection1

ÂRoutine vaccination of school-aged children would 
benefit children, but could also reduce burden among 
their contacts and the community at large (herd 
immunity)2

ÂDisease models have shown that, if vaccine supply 
were limited such as during a pandemic, vaccinating 
school children would be the most efficient disease 
control approach3

1 - Fiore AE et al. Prevention and Control of  Influenza Recommendations of  the Advisory Committee on 

Immunization Practices (ACIP). MMWR 57(RR07);1-60, 2008 

2 - King JC et al. Effectiveness of  school-based influenza vaccination. N Eng J Med 14:2523-32, 2006

3 - Germann TC et al. Mitigation strategies for pandemic influenza in the United States. Proc Natl Acad Sci 

103:5935-40 3
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February 2008 ACIP meeting

Â Voted to recommend routine, annual influenza vaccination for all 
school-aged children, 5 years through 18 years1

Â Children aged <9 years receiving influenza vaccine for the first time or who 
were vaccinated for the first time during the previous season but only 
received one dose should receive 2 doses of vaccine at least 4 weeks apart 

Â Healthy, non-pregnant children may receive either live attenuated influenza 
vaccine (LAIV) or trivalent inactivated vaccine (TIV)

Â Children with asthma and other medical conditions should receive TIV

Â Full implementation beginning in the 2009-2010 season

Â This recommendations adds an estimated 30 million children to 
the ranks of those already recommended for vaccination1

Â Expected to be a challenge since coverage among high risk children for 
whom vaccination is already recommended is low (<40%)2

1 - http://www.cdc.gov/media/pressrel/2008/r080227.htm

2 - GL Euler et al. Estimated Influenza Vaccination Coverage Among Adults and Children --- United States, 

September 1, 2004--January 31, 2005 MMWR 54: 304-307, 2005
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School-located influenza vaccination (SLIV)*

What is it?

Â Influenza vaccination administered on school 

grounds 

ÂTargets students (others may also be offered vaccine)

ÂHeld during or after school hours

ÂTypically involves collaboration between public 

health and the schools

* AKA òschool-basedó, òschool-associatedó, òschool-placedó
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Why consider SLIV?

Â Providers may not be able to accommodate so many 
new patient visits

Â SLIV may be convenient for parents

Â Taking time off work for a provider visit is challenging

Â SLIV may be convenient/practical for vaccinators (e.g., 
public health departments) 

ÂMany children are found in schools

Â Schools can usually accommodate mass vaccination clinics

Â Schools have some pre-existing infrastructure 

Â School nurses can be supportive and assist
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