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TO: All CT-AAP Members, Pediatric Office Managers, and Office Staff

FROM: Robert Zavoski, MD, President
RE: School Health Forms and HIPAA compliance

DATE: August 4, 2003

One of the issues that was particularly difficult to deal with the new HIPAA regulations was how to get immunization and health assessments (blue school forms) information to school nurses when the parent did not complete this task. We decided to work through the legislature to address this issue. A new law was signed by the Governor and is in effect as of July 1, 2003. We hope this helps in keeping children in school, and schools notified that children are up to date on their health assessments. 
Prior to this new state law, providers were required to have proper authorization in order to give mandated health assessment or immunization data to schools since it was not considered within state or public health law.  With this new state law, providers now, if requested by the school nurse or other designated school personnel, must release immunization or mandated health assessment data to that school nurse in order to prevent students from being excluded from school. 

 It is still expected that parents will provide schools with the necessary information and providers are not required to send every health form to the identified school; however, in the event that this does not occur, providers can release the information on request, without the parent’s direct consent. 

The CT-AAP has been working closely with the State Department of Education on this issue and school nurses will be receiving this information, as well. 
Section 9 of Public Act 03-211  “An Act Concerning the Provision of Medical Care for Students Health Care Needs” reads:


Sec. 9. Section 10-209 of the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2003): 

(a) No record of any medical examination made or filed under the provisions of sections 10-205, 10-206, 10-207 and 10-214, or of any psychological examination made under the supervision or at the request of a board of education, shall be open to public inspection. 

(b) Each health care provider, as defined in section 19a-7h, who has provided immunizations pursuant to section 10-204a and each health care provider as described in section 10-206 who has provided health assessments pursuant to section 10-206 to a child who is seeking to enroll in a public school in this state shall provide reports of such immunizations and health assessments to the designated representative of the local or regional school district governing the school in which the child seeks to enroll. Such health care providers shall also report the results of health assessments required pursuant to section 10-206 and report on immunizations provided pursuant to section 10-204a to such representative for each child enrolled in such public school. Each local and regional board of education shall annually designate a representative to receive such reports from health care providers.
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